[Recanalizing therapies in acute stroke].
Systemic thrombolysis with rt-PA within 3 hours after symptom onset has developed into a standard therapy for acute stroke patients. Recombinant t-PA is now licensed in Europe for this indication. Within 3 to 6 hours, no general therapeutic standard has been established yet. Currently, the available data are in favor of intra-arterial thrombolysis for patients with proximal occlusions of the middle cerebral artery. Systemic thrombolysis is not generally recommended in this time window, but is used in some centers for selected patients. In addition to thrombolysis and new strategies to improve thrombolysis (including patient selection with MRI), several interventional and surgical recanalization techniques are discussed.